
JCJHS Summer Reading 2022

Who? Students entering grades 6, 7, & 8

When? Between now and September

Where? Anywhere!

Why? Reading is fun!

How?

1. Read at least one book from your grade level list.

2. Take advantage of the journaling materials attached - this is optional!

3. Be prepared to write about your book when you return to school.

4. Feel free to read more! Additional suggestions are included!

5. Use the Swansea Public Library for assistance, if needed.



Summer Reading Selections - Grade 6

1. Guts by Raina Telgemeier

Raina wakes up one night with a terrible upset stomach. Her mom has one, too,

so it's probably just a bug. Raina eventually returns to school, where she's dealing

with the usual highs and lows: friends, not-friends, and classmates who think the

school year is just one long gross-out session. It soon becomes clear that Raina's

tummy trouble isn't going away... and it coincides with her worries about food,

school, and changing friendships. What's going on?

Raina Telgemeier once again brings us a thoughtful, charming, and funny true

story about growing up and gathering the courage to face -- and conquer -- her

fears.

2. Look Both Ways: A Tale Told in Ten Blocks by Jason Reynolds

This story was going to begin like all the best stories. With a school bus falling

from the sky. But no one saw it happen. They were all too busy talking about

boogers, stealing pocket change, wiping out, braving up, executing complicated

handshakes, planning an escape, making jokes, lotioning up, finding comfort; but

mostly, too busy walking home.

Jason Reynolds conjures ten tales (one per block) about what happens after the

dismissal bell rings, and brilliantly weaves them into one wickedly funny,

piercingly poignant look at the detours we face on the walk home, and in life.

3. Efrén Divided by Ernesto Cisneros

Efrén Nava’s Amá is his Superwoman - or Soperwoman, named after the

delicious Mexican sopes his mother often prepares. Both Amá and Apá work hard

all day to provide for the family, making sure Efrén and his younger siblings, Max

and Mía, feel safe and loved.

But Efrén worries about his parents; although he’s American-born, his parents

are undocumented. His worst nightmare comes true one day when Amá doesn’t

return from work and is deported across the border to Tijuana, México.

Now more than ever, Efrén must channel his inner Soperboy to help take care of

and try to reunite his family.



4. Amari and the Night Brothers by B. B. Alston

Quinton Peters was the golden boy of the Rosewood low-income housing

projects, receiving full scholarship offers to two different Ivy League schools.

When he mysteriously goes missing, his little sister, 13-year-old Amari Peters,

can’t understand why it’s not a bigger deal. Why isn’t his story all over the news?

And why do the police automatically assume he was into something illegal?

Then Amari discovers a ticking briefcase in her brother’s old closet. A briefcase

meant for her eyes only. There was far more to Quinton, it seems, than she ever

knew. He’s left her a nomination for a summer tryout at the secretive Bureau of

Supernatural Affairs. Amari is certain the answer to finding out what happened

to him lies somewhere inside, if only she can get her head around the idea of

mermaids, dwarves, yetis and magicians all being real things, something she has

to instantly confront when she is given a weredragon as a roommate.

With an evil magician threatening the whole supernatural world, and her own

classmates thinking she is an enemy, Amari has never felt more alone. But if she

doesn’t pass the three tryouts, she may never find out what happened to Quinton.

5. All Thirteen: The Incredible Cave Rescue of the Thai Boys Soccer

Team by Christina Soontornvat

One June 23, 2018 twelve young players of the Wild Boars soccer team and their

coach enter a cave in northern Thailand seeking an afternoon’s adventure. But

when they turn to leave, rising floodwaters block their path out. The boys are

trapped! Before long, news of the missing team spreads, launching a

seventeen-day rescue operation involving thousands of rescuers from around the

globe.  As the world sits vigil, people begin to wonder: how long can a group of

ordinary kids survive in complete darkness, with no food or clean water?

Luckily, the Wild Boars are a very extraordinary “ordinary” group. Combining

first hand interviews of rescue workers with in-depth science and details of the

region’s culture and religion, author Christina Soontornvat masterfully shows

how both the complex engineering operation above ground and the mental

struggles of the thirteen young people proved critical in the life-or-death mission.


